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words, the true democrat is he who with purely non-vio- J
lent means defends his liberty and therefore his country's
and ultimately that of the whole of mankind.
Harijan, 15-4-'39
This war is showing the futility of violence. Suppo-
sing Hitler becomes victorious over the Allies, he will
never subjugate England and France. It will mean an-
other war. Supposing the Allies are victorious, the world
will fare no better. They will be more polite but not less
ruthless, unless they learnt the lesson of non-violence dur-
ing the war and unless they shed the gains they have made
through violence. The first condition of non-violence is
justice all round in every department of life. Perhaps il*
is too much to expect of human nature. I do not, how-
ever, think so. No one should dogmatize about the capa-
city of human nature for degradation or exaltation.
Harijan, 4-5-'40
Whatever Hitler may ultimately prove to be, we know
what Hitlerism has come to mean. It means naked ruth-
less force reduced to an exact science and worked with
scientific precision. In its effect it becomes almost irre-
sistible.
In the early days of Satyagraha when it was still"
known as passive resistance, The Star of Johannesburg,
stirred by the sight of a handful of Indians, wholly unarm-
ed and incapable of organized violence even if they wished
it, pitting themselves against an overwhelmingly armed
government, had a cartoon in which the latter was depic-
ted as a steam-roller representing irresistible force, and
passive resistance was depicted as an elephant unmoved
and comfortably planting himself in his seat. This was
marked immovable force. The cartoonist had a true in-
sigftt into the duel between the irresistible and the immo-
vable forces. It was then a stalemate. The sequel we-